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God Turns The Tables On Laban

Gn 30 25 And it came to pass, when Rachel had borne Joseph, 
that Jacob said to Laban, “Send me away, that I may go to my own 
place and to my country. 26 Give me my wives and my children for 
whom I have served you, and let me go; for you know my service 
which I have done for you.” 27 And Laban said to him, “Please stay, 
if I have found favor in your eyes, for I have learned by experience 
that the LORD has blessed me for your sake.” 28 Then he said, “Name 
me your wages, and I will give it.” 29 So Jacob said to him, “You know 
how I have served you and how your livestock has been with me. 
30 For what you had before I came was little, and it has increased to a 
great amount; the LORD has blessed you since my coming. And now, 
when shall I also provide for my own house?” 31 So he said, “What 
shall I give you?” And Jacob said, “You shall not give me anything. 
If you will do this thing for me, I will again feed and keep your flocks: 
32 Let me pass through all your flock today, removing from there all 
the speckled and spotted sheep, and all the brown ones among the 
lambs, and the spotted and speckled among the goats; and these 
shall be my wages. 33 So my righteousness will answer for me in time 
to come, when the subject of my wages comes before you: every one
that is not speckled and spotted among the goats, and brown among
the lambs, will be considered stolen, if it is with me.” 34 And Laban 
said, “Oh, that it were according to your word!” 35 So he removed that
day the male goats that were speckled and spotted, all the female 
goats that were speckled and spotted, every one that had some 
white in it, and all the brown ones among the lambs, and gave them 
into the hand of his sons. 36 Then he put three days’ journey between 
himself and Jacob, and Jacob fed the rest of Laban’s flocks.

37 Now Jacob took for himself rods of green poplar and of the 
almond and chestnut trees, peeled white strips in them, and exposed 
the white which was in the rods. 38 And the rods which he had peeled,
he set before the flocks in the gutters, in the watering troughs where 
the flocks came to drink, so that they should conceive when they 
came to drink. 39 So the flocks conceived before the rods, and the 
flocks brought forth streaked, speckled, and spotted. 40 Then Jacob 
separated the lambs, and made the flocks face toward the streaked 
and all the brown in the flock of Laban; but he put his own flocks by 
themselves and did not put them with Laban’s flock. 41 And it came to
pass, whenever the stronger livestock conceived, that Jacob placed 
the rods before the eyes of the livestock in the gutters, that they 
might conceive among the rods. 42 But when the flocks were feeble, 
he did not put them in; so the feebler were Laban’s and the stronger 
Jacob’s. 43 Thus the man became exceedingly prosperous, and had 
large flocks, female and male servants, and camels and donkeys.

31 1 Now Jacob heard the words of Laban’s sons, saying, 
“Jacob has taken away all that was our father’s, and from what was 
our father’s he has acquired all this wealth.” 2 And Jacob saw the 
countenance of Laban, and indeed it was not favorable toward him as
before. 3 Then the LORD said to Jacob, “Return to the land of your 
fathers and to your family, and I will be with you.” 

4 So Jacob sent and called Rachel and Leah to the field, to his 
flock, 5 and said to them, “I see your father’s countenance, that it is 
not favorable toward me as before; but the God of my father has 
been with me. 6 And you know that with all my might I have served 
your father. 7 Yet your father has deceived me and changed my 
wages ten times, but God did not allow him to hurt me. 8 If he said 
thus: ‘The speckled shall be your wages,’ then all the flocks bore 
speckled. And if he said thus: ‘The streaked shall be your wages,’ 
then all the flocks bore streaked. 9 So God has taken away the 
livestock of your father and given them to me. 10 And it happened, at 
the time when the flocks conceived, that I lifted my eyes and saw in a
dream, and behold, the rams which leaped upon the flocks were 
streaked, speckled, and gray-spotted. 11 Then the Angel of God spoke
to me in a dream, saying, ‘Jacob.’ And I said, ‘Here I am.’ 12 And He 

said, ‘Lift your eyes now and see, all the rams which leap on the 
flocks are streaked, speckled, and gray-spotted; for I have seen all 
that Laban is doing to you. 13 I am the God of Bethel, where you 
anointed the pillar and where you made a vow to Me. Now arise, get 
out of this land, and return to the land of your family.’ ” 

14 Then Rachel and Leah answered and said to him, “Is there still 
any portion or inheritance for us in our father’s house? 15 Are we not 
considered strangers by him? For he has sold us, and also 
completely consumed our money. 16 For all these riches which God 
has taken from our father are really ours and our children’s; now then,
whatever God has said to you, do it.”

25-26: Upon Joseph’s birth, Jacob’s ____ year commitment

to work for Laban had run, so Jacob asked for Laban to send 

him off with his wives and children to his own land.

27-28: Laban’s response is not what it _______________.

– “Please stay” is not _______________ in the Heb.

– “I have learned by experience” in the Heb. literally says,

“I have divined,” referring to ______________ occult divination.

Lv 19 26 You shall not practice divination

Gn 44 15 “Did you not know that such a man as I can certainly 
practice divination?” 

– The point of, “Name me your wages, and I will give it,” is that

J’s wages were his wives, so Laban ____________ him nothing.

29-36: J’s responds that his services were far ____________

than L bargained for. Under J, L’s flocks exploded in size,

and L grew wealthy. Whatever J touched, the LORD blessed.

When can J’s house get __________________ from the table?

L doesn’t want to lose the goose that laid the golden ________,

so he asks what wage J wants to continue serving. Shepherds

often received up to ________ of the flock, but J only asks for 

the aberrational of the flock. J trusts God to reward his right-



eousness. L _______________ on this deal, then immediately 

__________________ J by removing the aberrational animals 

three days distant. 

37-43: J engages in the “maternal impression process” 

based on the theory that a vivid ________________ during 

conception or pregnancy will leave its mark on the offspring. 

This appeared to work, thus making J very prosperous, while

L’s flocks got smaller and weaker. In truth, it was God who 

was increasing J while decreasing L (see 31.11-12). 

31.1-13: Danger arises, for in L and his sons’ minds, J has

_____________________ their flocks. The LORD appears to J 

and tells him to __________________ to the land of his fathers. 

J summons R & L to the fields, for ____________ and secrecy

are of the essence. They need to _______________ immediately

and put as much distance as possible between them & L. This

will only work if R & L are with J ______________ & __________.

J explains that he has served L “with all his heart,” but L has 

tried to ______________ him by constantly changing his wages.

But the LORD has protected J – making L’s plans backfire and

making things right by transferring L’s flock to J. The LORD 

who appeared to J at Bethel and promised to be ____________

him has again appeared to J and told him to “get _________ of 

this land, and return to the land of your family.”

14-16: When R & L hear this, their response is immediate,

__________________, and fueled with righteous _____________

toward their father. He has treated them like strangers, rather

than daughters. He has ____________ them, thus profiting off 

them, while ___________________________ the money that 

should have been their dowery. What God has taken from their

father is in fairness repayment for what he took from R & L 

and their children. 

At Bethel, the Lord promised to be with J wherever he went,

and looking back, we can see that God kept that promise for 
the entire ______ years he was under L. But for J (as well as 

R & L), it likely seemed like God was absent for the first ______

of those years. It was only near the end that they could see 

God __________________ up on their behalf. This is one of 

God’s patterns with His people, so that we may gain 

perseverance. 

Rm 5 2 [W]e … rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 3 And not only 
that, but we also glory in tribulations, knowing that tribulation 
produces perseverance; 4 and perseverance, character; and 
character, hope.

James 1 2 [C]ount it all joy when you fall into various trials, 
3 knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience. 4 But 
let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and 
complete, lacking nothing. 

“Patience” – hypomone, to stand still (rather than run).

Mk 4 16 [T]he ones sown on stony ground [are those] who, when 
they hear the word, immediately receive it with gladness; 17 and 
they have no root in themselves, and so endure only for a time. 
Afterward, when tribulation or persecution arises for the word’s 
sake, immediately they stumble.


