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Joseph Exalted, Pharaoh Converted

Gn 40.1 It came to pass after these things that the butler and the 
baker of the king of Egypt offended their lord, the king of Egypt. 
2 And Pharaoh was angry with his two officers, the chief butler and 
the chief baker. 3 So he put them in custody in the house of the 
captain of the guard, in the prison, the place where Joseph was 
confined. 4 And the captain of the guard charged Joseph with them, 
and he served them; so they were in custody for a while. 5 Then the 
butler and the baker of the king of Egypt, who were confined in the 
prison, had a dream, both of them, each man’s dream in one night 
and each man’s dream with its own interpretation. 6 And Joseph 
came in to them in the morning and looked at them, and saw that 
they were sad. 7 So he asked Pharaoh’s officers who were with him 
in the custody of his lord’s house, saying, “Why do you look so sad 
today?” 8 And they said to him, “We each have had a dream, and 
there is no interpreter of it.” So Joseph said to them, “Do not 
interpretations belong to God? Tell them to me, please.” 9 Then the 
chief butler told his dream to Joseph, and said to him, “Behold, in my 
dream a vine was before me, 10 and in the vine were three branches; 
it was as though it budded, its blossoms shot forth, and its clusters 
brought forth ripe grapes. 11 Then Pharaoh’s cup was in my hand; 
and I took the grapes and pressed them into Pharaoh’s cup, and 
placed the cup in Pharaoh’s hand.” 12 And Joseph said to him, “This 
is the interpretation of it: The three branches are three days. 13 Now 
within three days Pharaoh will lift up your head and restore you to 
your place, and you will put Pharaoh’s cup in his hand according to 
the former manner, when you were his butler. 14 But remember me 
when it is well with you, and please show kindness to me; make 
mention of me to Pharaoh, and get me out of this house. 15 For 
indeed I was stolen away from the land of the Hebrews; and also 
I have done nothing here that they should put me into the dungeon.”
16 When the chief baker saw that the interpretation was good, he 
said to Joseph, “I also was in my dream, and there were three white 
baskets on my head. 17 In the uppermost basket were all kinds of 
baked goods for Pharaoh, and the birds ate them out of the basket 
on my head.” 18 So Joseph answered and said, “This is the 
interpretation of it: The three baskets are three days. 19 Within three 
days Pharaoh will lift off your head from you and hang you on a tree; 
and the birds will eat your flesh from you.” 20 Now it came to pass on 
the third day, which was Pharaoh’s birthday, that he made a feast for 
all his servants; and he lifted up the head of the chief butler and of the 
chief baker among his servants. 21 Then he restored the chief butler 
to his butlership again, and he placed the cup in Pharaoh’s hand. 
22 But he hanged the chief baker, as Joseph had interpreted to them. 
23 Yet the chief butler did not remember Joseph, but forgot him.
41.1 Then it came to pass, at the end of two full years, that Pharaoh 
had a dream; and behold, he stood by the river. 2 Suddenly there 
came up out of the river seven cows, fine looking and fat; and they 
fed in the meadow. 3 Then behold, seven other cows came up after 
them out of the river, ugly and gaunt, and stood by the other cows on 
the bank of the river. 4 And the ugly and gaunt cows ate up the seven 
fine looking and fat cows. So Pharaoh awoke. 5 He slept and 
dreamed a second time; and suddenly seven heads of grain came up 
on one stalk, plump and good. 6 Then behold, seven thin heads, 
blighted by the east wind, sprang up after them. 7 And the seven thin 
heads devoured the seven plump and full heads. So Pharaoh awoke, 
and indeed, it was a dream. 8 Now it came to pass in the morning 
that his spirit was troubled, and he sent and called for all the 
magicians of Egypt and all its wise men. And Pharaoh told them his 
dreams, but there was no one who could interpret them for Pharaoh. 
9 Then the chief butler spoke to Pharaoh, saying: “I remember my 
faults this day. 10 When Pharaoh was angry with his servants, and 
put me in custody in the house of the captain of the guard, both me 
and the chief baker, 11 we each had a dream in one night, he and I. 
Each of us dreamed according to the interpretation of his own dream. 

12 Now there was a young Hebrew man with us there, a servant of 
the captain of the guard. And we told him, and he interpreted our 
dreams for us; to each man he interpreted according to his own 
dream. 13 And it came to pass, just as he interpreted for us, so it 
happened. He restored me to my office, and he hanged him.” 
14 Then Pharaoh sent and called Joseph, and they brought him 
quickly out of the dungeon; and he shaved, changed his clothing, and 
came to Pharaoh. 15 And Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I have had 
a dream, and there is no one who can interpret it. But I have heard it 
said of you that you can understand a dream, to interpret it.” 16 So 
Joseph answered Pharaoh, saying, “It is not in me; God will give 
Pharaoh an answer of peace.” 17 Then Pharaoh said to Joseph: 
“Behold, in my dream I stood on the bank of the river. 18 Suddenly 
seven cows came up out of the river, fine looking and fat; and they 
fed in the meadow. 19 Then behold, seven other cows came up after 
them, poor and very ugly and gaunt, such ugliness as I have never 
seen in all the land of Egypt. 20 And the gaunt and ugly cows ate up 
the first seven, the fat cows. 21 When they had eaten them up, 
no one would have known that they had eaten them, for they were 
just as ugly as at the beginning. So I awoke. 22 Also I saw in my 
dream, and suddenly seven heads came up on one stalk, full and 
good. 23 Then behold, seven heads, withered, thin, and blighted by 
the east wind, sprang up after them. 24 And the thin heads devoured 
the seven good heads. So I told this to the magicians, but there was 
no one who could explain it to me.” 25 Then Joseph said to Pharaoh, 
“The dreams of Pharaoh are one; God has shown Pharaoh what He is 
about to do: 26 The seven good cows are seven years, and the seven 
good heads are seven years; the dreams are one. 27 And the seven 
thin and ugly cows which came up after them are seven years, and 
the seven empty heads blighted by the east wind are seven years 
of famine. 28 This is the thing which I have spoken to Pharaoh. God 
has shown Pharaoh what He is about to do. 29 Indeed seven years of 
great plenty will come throughout all the land of Egypt; 30 but after 
them seven years of famine will arise, and all the plenty will be 
forgotten in the land of Egypt; and the famine will deplete the land. 
31 So the plenty will not be known in the land because of the famine 
following, for it will be very severe. 32 And the dream was repeated to 
Pharaoh twice because the thing is established by God, and God will 
shortly bring it to pass. 33 Now therefore, let Pharaoh select a 
discerning and wise man, and set him over the land of Egypt. 
34 Let Pharaoh do this, and let him appoint officers over the land, to 
collect one-fifth of the produce of the land of Egypt in the seven 
plentiful years. 35 And let them gather all the food of those good 
years that are coming, and store up grain under the authority of 
Pharaoh, and let them keep food in the cities. 36 Then that food shall 
be as a reserve for the land for the seven years of famine which shall 
be in the land of Egypt, that the land may not perish during the 
famine.” 37 So the advice was good in the eyes of Pharaoh and in the 
eyes of all his servants. 38 And Pharaoh said to his servants, “Can we 
find such a one as this, a man in whom is the Spirit of God?”
39 Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Inasmuch as God has shown you 
all this, there is no one as discerning and wise as you. 40 You shall be 
over my house, and all my people shall be ruled according to your 
word; only in regard to the throne will I be greater than you.” 
41 And Pharaoh said to Joseph, “See, I have set you over all the land 
of Egypt.” 42 Then Pharaoh took his signet ring off his hand and put it 
on Joseph’s hand; and he clothed him in garments of fine linen and 
put a gold chain around his neck. 43 And he had him ride in the 
second chariot which he had; and they cried out before him, “Bow 
the knee!” So he set him over all the land of Egypt. 44 Pharaoh also 
said to Joseph, “I am Pharaoh, and without your consent no man 
may lift his hand or foot in all the land of Egypt.” 45 And Pharaoh 
called Joseph’s name Zaphnath-Paaneah. And he gave him as a wife 
Asenath, the daughter of Poti-Pherah priest of On. So Joseph went 
out over all the land of Egypt. 46 Joseph was thirty years old when he 
stood before Pharaoh king of Egypt. 



It is thru dreams given to unbelievers that God finally exalts 

J in fulfillment of the dreams He gave him 13 years before at 

age ______. J’s dreams were of exaltation, yet they resulted in 

_______________________________. 

But now, God will bring J out of prison and exalt him to 

Ph’s right hand with all authority over _______________. 

We see what a vivid picture of ________________ J was, and 

how much care God took to preach the __________________, 

not only to his people, but also to the _____________________. 

The word for “butler” is more accurately rendered “chief 

_________bearer.” 

The word for “baker” indicates that he was the ___________ 
baker. 

It seems that P, as CPT of the guard, is placing J in a 

position where he can make an impression on these men 

and hopefully come to Ph’s attention, find favor in his eyes, 

and obtain his freedom (3-4).  

The only way to freedom for J is if Ph sets him free. 

Any other means to freedom will be a ______________ warrant. 

J points the two men to _________, the true giver and 

interpreter of prophetic dreams (8).

Deut 29.29 The secret things belong to the LORD our God, 
but those things which are revealed belong to us and to our 
children forever, that we may do all the words of this law.

The dreams are fulfilled exactly as J has said. Still, the 

cupbearer _____________________ about J.  

Two years later, the CB remembers J because Ph receives 

a _____________ that none of his priests can interpret (41.1-8).  

Ph says he has heard J can hear a dream and interpret it 

right away. J corrects Ph: “Not ______!  _________ will answer 

Ph completely” (16). 

God is revealing to Ph what he is about to do, which is 

shake things up so that Ph and the people understand who’s 

in __________________ and who can ____________. 

This is one of the main ways of God. Think about the book 

of __________________.  

How do Ph and N respond to God’s message?

– N initially responds in _______________ and has to be 

__________________ by God.

– Ph’s immediate response is a miracle of God’s ___________. 

He sees that the __________________ of God is with J (38). 

That is why “no one [is] as discerning and ____________” (39). 

That is why Ph __________________ J over all Egypt.

J will later tell his bro’s that God has made him a 

__________________ to Pharaoh” (45.8). And J’s father Jacob 

will later ________________ Ph (47.7), which is another miracle, 

for the greater blesses the lesser.  

Heb 7.7 But without any dispute the lesser is blessed by the 
greater.

Again, what a vivid picture of _________________ J was, and 

what care God took to preach the __________________ to all. 

Also, what a feature of God’s gospel presentation is showing 

people who is in _________________ and who can __________.


