
— Romans 9.14-18 —
Romans Series 56

“Is There Unrighteousness with God?”

Rom 9.14 What shall we say then? Is there unrighteousness with 
God? Certainly not! 15 For He says to Moses, “I will have mercy on 
whomever I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on 
whomever I will have compassion.” 16 So then it is not of him who 
wills, nor of him who runs, but of God who shows mercy. 17 For the 
Scripture says to the Pharaoh, “For this very purpose I have raised 
you up, that I may show My power in you, and that My name may be 
declared in all the earth.” 18 Therefore He has mercy on whom He 
wills, and whom He wills He hardens. 

* What is the false conclusion Paul is heading off here?

Mal 3.14 You have said, ‘It is useless to serve God; What profit is it 
that we have kept His ordinance, And that we have walked as 
mourners Before the LORD of hosts? 15 So now we call the proud 
blessed, For those who do wickedness are raised up; They even 
tempt God and go free.’”  

* Paul’s basic point is, “Go back to the …”

* Why does Paul point us to the exodus? (1Cor 10; Heb 3)

* What two attributes of God does Paul highlight?

1) __________________________

2) _________________

* How does Paul see the interplay between the two?

Rom 12.1 “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, 
that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to 
God” 

* The exodus story begins not with Israel as oppressed slaves
in Egypt, but rather …

Gen 45:5 “But now, do not therefore be grieved or angry with 
yourselves because you sold me here; for … 7 … God sent me before
you to preserve a posterity for you in the earth, and to save your lives 
by a great deliverance. 8 So now it was not you who sent me here, 
but God; and He has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his 
house, and a ruler throughout all the land of Egypt. 

Gen 46:34 “that you shall say, ‘Your servants’ occupation has been 
with livestock from our youth even till now, both we and also our 
fathers,’ that you may dwell in the land of Goshen; for every shepherd
is an abomination to the Egyptians.” 

Gen 47:5 Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Your father and your 
brothers have come to you. 6 The land of Egypt is before you. Settle 
your father and your brothers in the best of the land. Let them settle in
the land of Goshen, and if you know any able men among them, put 
them in charge of my livestock.”

Gen 47:10 So Jacob blessed Pharaoh … 

Heb 7:7 Now beyond all contradiction the lesser is blessed by the 
greater.  

* This backdrop means that the knowledge of the truth, and 
the worship of the one true God, were in Pharaoh’s royal 
household before …

* What, therefore, is the meaning of Exo 1.8: “There arose a 
new king over Egypt who did not know Joseph”?

* Israel had been turning away from the faith as well …

Josh 24.14 “Now therefore, fear the LORD, serve Him in sincerity and 
in truth, and put away the gods which your fathers served on the 
other side of the River and in Egypt. Serve the LORD!” 



Eze 20.6 “On that day I raised My hand in an oath to them, to bring 
them out of the land of Egypt … 7 … I said to them, ‘Each of you, 
throw away the abominations which are before his eyes, and do not 
defile yourselves with the idols of Egypt. I am the LORD your God.’ 
8 But they rebelled against Me and would not obey Me. They did not 
all cast away the abominations which were before their eyes, nor did 
they forsake the idols of Egypt” … 

* Israel’s situation under the new Pharaoh was not what we 
often suppose—an innocent and godly people who are 
suddenly plunged into oppression by a surprise political tyrant.
It was rather  … (Rom 1.21-31)

* How does all this put a different light on the exodus?

* What is the point of Exo 2.11-15?

Exo 2:11 One day, when Moses had grown up, he went out to his 
people and looked on their burdens, and he saw an Egyptian beating 
a Hebrew, one of his people. 12 He … struck down the Egyptian and 
hid him in the sand. 13 When he went out the next day, behold, two 
Hebrews were struggling together. And he said to the man in the 
wrong, “Why do you strike your companion?” 14 He answered, “Who 
made you a prince and a judge over us? Do you mean to kill me as 
you killed the Egyptian?” Then Moses was afraid, and thought, 
“Surely the thing is known.” 15 When Pharaoh heard of it, he sought 
to kill Moses. But Moses fled from Pharaoh and stayed in the land of 
Midian.

* Lest we look down our noses at the Israelites, we need to

remember that  “Israel is ______.”  

* What is the setting and meaning of the incident Paul alludes 
to in Rm 9.17?

Exo 9.13 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Rise early in the morning and
stand before Pharaoh, and say to him, ‘Thus says the LORD God of 
the Hebrews: “Let My people go, that they may serve Me, 14 for at 
this time I will send all My plagues to your very heart, and on your 
servants and on your people, that you may know that there is none 
like Me in all the earth. 15 Now if I had stretched out My hand and 
struck you and your people with pestilence, then you would have 
been cut off from the earth. 16 But indeed for this purpose I have 
raised you up, that I may show My power in you, and that My name 
may be declared in all the earth. 17 As yet you exalt yourself against 
My people in that you will not let them go. 18 Behold, tomorrow 
about this time I will cause very heavy hail to rain down, such as has 
not been in Egypt since its founding until now. 19 Therefore send now
and gather your livestock and all that you have in the field, for the hail 
shall come down on every man and every animal which is found in the
field and is not brought home; and they shall die.” ’ ” 20 He who 
feared the word of the LORD among the servants of Pharaoh made his
servants and his livestock flee to the houses. 21 But he who did not 
regard the word of the LORD left his servants and his livestock in the 
field … 27 And Pharaoh sent and called for Moses and Aaron, and 
said to them, “I have sinned this time. The LORD is righteous, and my 
people and I are wicked. 28 Entreat the LORD, that there may be no 
more mighty thundering and hail, for it is enough. I will let you go, and
you shall stay no longer.” … 34 And when Pharaoh saw that the rain, 
the hail, and the thunder had ceased, he sinned yet more; and 
he hardened his heart, he and his servants. 35 So the heart of 
Pharaoh was hard; neither would he let the children of Israel go, as 
the LORD had spoken by Moses. 

* Where do we best learn about God’s sovereignty?

Acts 4:27 “For truly against Your holy Servant Jesus, whom You 
anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles and the 
people of Israel, were gathered together 28 to do whatever Your hand
and Your purpose determined before to be done.” 


