— Matthew 28.18-20 —
Fourth of July Sermon 2021
Believe, Pray, Build, Fight, Testify

Mat 28 " Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has
been given to Me in heaven and on earth. ' Go therefore and make
disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, ? teaching them to observe all
things that | have commanded you; and lo, | am with you always,
even to the end of the age.”

* Our nation has a long tradition, going back to the Decl. of
Independence and beyond, of what?

* The Decl. of Independence contains the closest thing we

have to a national , Which is not inspired,

but is generally consistent with the Bible, and as long as it was

accompanied by a significantly Christian

and worldview, it was very conducive to what the Bible says

we should pray for from civil government:

1Tim 2 "1 exhort first of all that supplications, prayers,
intercessions, and giving of thanks be made for all men,

2for kings and all who are in authority, that we may lead a quiet
and peaceable life in all godliness and reverence. * For this is
good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, *who desires
all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.

* But today is no time to celebrate our beginning, for we are

getting by the forces of darkness,

spiritually, culturally, and societally. As Israel was led off into
captivity to Babylon, so we have become captive right where

we

Deut 28 ® “Your life shall hang in doubt before you; you shall fear
day and night, and have no assurance of life. ¥ In the morning
you shall say, ‘Oh, that it were evening!’ And at evening you shall
say, ‘Oh, that it were morning!’ because of the fear which terrifies
your heart, and because of the sight which your eyes see. ® And
the LORD will take you back to Egypt in ships, by the way of which
| said to you, ‘You shall never see it again.’

So this no time to reflect on how great our beginning might

have been; we need to do something about

* Where did we go wrong?

* What’s the thing about marching orders?

* How did Christ reenforce his marching orders?

1) view:

1Cor 15 2 But now Christ is risen from the dead, and has become
the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. ?' For since by man
came death, by Man also came the resurrection of the dead. #
For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be made alive. %
But each one in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, afterward
those who are Christ’s at His coming. 2 Then comes the end,
when He delivers the kingdom to God the Father, when He puts
an end to all rule and all authority and power. ® For He must reign
till He has put all enemies under His feet. % The last enemy that
will be destroyed is death.

2) view:

Luke 6 “ “But why do you call Me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and not do the
things which | say? *” Whoever comes to Me, and hears My
sayings and does them, | will show you whom he is like: *® He is
like a man building a house, who dug deep and laid the



3) Strategic

foundation on the rock. And when the flood arose, the stream
beat vehemently against that house, and could not shake it, for it
was founded on the rock. * But he who heard and did nothing is
like a man who built a house on the earth without a foundation,
against which the stream beat vehemently; and immediately it fell.
And the ruin of that house was great.”

Heb 122 See that you do not refuse Him who speaks. For if they
did not escape who refused Him who spoke on earth, much more
shall we not escape if we turn away from Him who speaks from
heaven,  whose voice then shook the earth; but now He has
promised, saying, “Yet once more | shake not only the earth, but
also heaven.” # Now this, “Yet once more,” indicates the removal
of those things that are being shaken, as of things that are made,
that the things which cannot be shaken may remain. %8 Therefore,
since we are receiving a kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us
have grace, by which we may serve God acceptably with
reverence and godly fear.

* The answer is

* What does that look like?

Heb 3.17-19 "7 Now with whom was He angry forty years? Was it
not with those who sinned, whose corpses fell in the wilderness?
8 And to whom did He swear that they would not enter His rest,
but to those who did not obey? ™ So we see that they could not
enter in because of unbelief.

Dan 9:2-19 21, Daniel, understood ... by the word of the LORD ...

that He would accomplish seventy years in the desolations of
Jerusalem. ® Then | set my face toward the Lord God to make
request by prayer and supplications, with fasting, sackcloth, and
ashes. *... “O Lord, great and awesome God, who keeps His
covenant and mercy with those who love Him, and with those
who keep His commandments, °we have sinned and committed
iniquity, we have done wickedly and rebelled, even by departing
from Your precepts and Your judgments ... 80 Lord, to us
belongs shame of face, to our kings, our princes, and our fathers,
because we have sinned against You. ° To the Lord our God
belong mercy and forgiveness, though we have rebelled against
Him ...  And He has confirmed His words, which He spoke
against us and against our judges who judged us, by bringing
upon us a great disaster; for under the whole heaven such has
never been done as what has been done to Jerusalem. *° As it is
written in the Law of Moses, all this disaster has come upon us;
yet we have not made our prayer before the LORD our God, that
we might turn from our iniquities and understand Your truth ... "7
Now therefore, our God, hear the prayer of Your servant, and his
supplications, and for the Lord’s sake cause Your face to shine
on Your sanctuary, which is desolate ... for we do not present
our supplications before You because of our righteous deeds, but
because of Your great mercies. O Lord, hear! O Lord, forgive! O
Lord, listen and act! Do not delay for Your own sake, my God, for
Your city and Your people are called by Your name.”

Neh 4:17-18 7 Those who built on the wall, and those who
carried burdens, loaded themselves so that with one hand they
worked at construction, and with the other held a weapon. @
Every one of the builders had his sword girded at his side as he
built.

1Pet 3 ' [AJlways be ready to give a defense to everyone who
asks you a reason for the hope that is in you



